
 

St. Peter 

-By Thomas Schweitzer 

 

As it s ee  e tio ed ith a  o asio s, the Judeo-Christian characters/archetypes mentioned 

in the Bible and worshipped by Xians and Jews, are neither historical figures nor originally Judeo-

Ch istia . I  the p ese t a ti le the a het pe of “t. Pete ,  ho i  the Bi le appea s as o e of 
Je sus  apostles,  ill e a al sed. 

The similarity between St. Peter and Hermes/Mercury/Thoth, Mithra and Janus is very blatant. For 

i sta e, Pete  is alled the o k  a d has ee  lai ed to e the o e sto e  of the Xian Church. 

Mithra was thought to have been "rock-born." The Greek God Hermes (the Romans called him 

Mercury and he was known by the Egyptians as Thoth), was the one holding the keys to the 

u de o ld, aki g hi  the ke holde  a d the gatekeepe .  This aspe t is si ila l  sha ed  
Ja us, ho is the ke holde  of hea e . The Je s did ot iss this aspe t eithe  he  i e ti g the 
archetype of Peter – known as the gatekeeper of heaven in the Bible 

Matthew 16:18-19 

18) And I tell you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it. 

19) I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 

ou d i  hea e , a d hate e  ou loose o  ea th ill e loosed i  hea e .  

Matthew 16:23 

 Jesus tu ed a d said to Pete , Get ehi d e, “ata ! You a e a stu li g lo k to 
e…  

Luke 22:34 

 Jesus a s e ed, I tell ou, Pete , efo e the ooste  o s toda , ou ill de  th ee 
ti es that ou k o  e.  

John 18:27 

27) Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

 

Jesus is ade to gi e the ke s of the ki gdo  to Pete , et he the  tu s a ou d a d alls Pete  
“ata ,  i o i all  i pl i g that his hu h is to e uilt upo  the o k of “ata .  Pete  as thus the 

gatekeepe  of hea e , like ise a ole ithi  the thos. As ‘o e tso  elates: …the e is to e 



noted the remarkable coincidence that in the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Petra is the name of the 

di i e doo keepe  of hea e …  

 

Pete  is ot o l  the o k  ut also the o k,  o  pe is, as the o d is used as sla g to this da . As 
Walke  sa s, The o k as also a s ol of “ai t Pete , hose a e also ea t a phallus o  ale 
p i iple pate  a d a phalli  pilla  pet a . The efo e, the o k s i age was placed atop church 

to e s.  [ , p. ] 

 

The o k as a othe  tote i  pete  so eti es ie ed as the god s alte  ego. Vati a  autho ities 
p ese ed a o ze i age of a o k ith a  o e size pe is o  a a s od , the pedestal i s i ed 
The “a io  of the Wo ld.  The o k as also a sola  s ol.  [ , p. ] 

 

 

 

 

O  this sto e, hi h as the e le  of the ale ge e ati e p i iple, the Li ga, Jesus fou ded his 
church. This sacred stone is found throughout all the world. In India at every temple. The Jews had it 

in the stone of Jacob, which he anointed with oil. The Greeks, at Delphi, like Jacob, anointed it with 

oil. The la k sto e as i  the Caa a, at Me a, lo g efo e the ti e of Moha ed… M . B a t 
sa s, Whe  the o ship of the su  as al ost u i e sal, this as o e a e of that deit , e e  
among the Greeks. The  alled hi  Peto , a d Pet os, a d his te ple as st led Pet a.  Whe e the 
te ples had this a e… the e as ge e all  a sa ed sto e hi h as supposed to ha e des e ded 



f o  hea e . M . B a t o se es, Pato  o  Peto , as a  Eg ptia  o d; a d Moses, speaking of 

Joseph a d the d ea s of Pha aoh, o e tha  o e akes use of it…  [ , p. ] 

 

Fo  those ho do t k o  hat a Li ga  is, he e s a sho t e pla atio . It s a di i e s ol fo ed 
f o  t o pa ts: a otto  pa t, hi h is also alled the e epta le  a d has the shape of a Yo i, 
representing the female sexual organ; and a top part which is shaped like a phallus/penis, 

ep ese ti g the ale se ual o ga . This is the sto e  e tio ed i  a ie t eligio s; this is the 
easo  h  the sto e  had oth the ea i g of o e sto e  fe ale p i iple, Yo i  a d of 
ooste  o  pe is  ale p i iple . Belo  the e a e a fe  i ages of Li ga s: 

 

 

While dis ussi g his et a al, Ch ist lai s that Pete , his o k,  ill de  hi  th ee ti es efo e 
the o k o s. This ele e t is fou d i  othe  ths a d ea lie  t aditio s… “t. Pete ,  despite his 
denial, is considered the gatekeeper of heaven. This story is not historical but astronomical in origin, 

with Peter and the cock being one and representing the announcement of the morning sun, whom 

Pete  the gatekeepe / o k  fi all  allo s to pass afte  de i g hi … As the o k ho a ou es the 
risen savior, Peter is associated with the sign of Aries, when the sun overcomes the night and starts 

its jou e  to full ess.  [ , pp. -202] (Fullness achieved at the Summer Solstice when su s po e  
is at its peak.) 

 

It is said i  the )oha  that a o k o i g th ee ti es is a  o e  of death… The Gospel sto  of 
Pete s de ial of Ch ist, th ee ti es efo e o k o , as elated to olde  lege ds asso iati g the 
cockcrow with the death and esu e tio  of the sola  “a io … The esu e ted god ould 't e te  
i to his ki gdo  u til da . The a gel of a u iatio  appea ed as a o k, to a ou e the o i g 
of the “u ,  as Pausa ias said. At o k o , the “a io  a ose as Light of the Wo ld to disperse the 

demons of night. But if he tried to enter into his kingdom earlier, disrupting the cycles of night and 

day, the Gatekeeper would deny him. The ritualistic denial took place also in the fertility cults of 

Canaan, where the dying god Mot was denied by a priest representing the Heavenly Father. [2, pp. 

79, 397] 



 

The snapshot where the heavenly father abandons the dying god appears similarly in the bible where 

the protagonist is Jesus at the time of his death: 

Matthew 27:46 

46) About three in the afte oo  Jesus ied out i  a loud oi e, Eli, Eli, le a 
sa a htha i?  Whi h ea s M  God,  God, h  ha e ou fo sake  e? . 

 

____ 

 

Similarities between Mithra and St. Peter 

 

Mithra is a very popular Persian God, not only in Persia and the Middle East, but also in the Roman 

Empire; during the Roman occupation he was adorned in Dacia as well: 

…du i g the ‘o a  E a, o e of the gods ost o shipped i  the Da ia  p o i e, Mith a, as also 
called petrogenitus (rock- o .  [ , p. ] 

Below there are two images of Mithra, being born from the rock: 



 

 

 

Pa  atte tio  to hat the Catholi  E lopaedia sa s a out Mith ais ; it s i te esti g to ote also 
ho  the follo e s of Mith a alled ea h othe  othe s lo g efo e the Xia  e a : The fathe s 
conducted the worship. The chief of the fathers, a sort of pope, who always lived at Rome, was called 

Pate  Pat u  o  Pate  Pat atus.  The e e s elo  the deg ee of pate  alled o e a othe  
othe ,  a d so ial disti tio s e e fo gotte  i  Mith ai  u it .  [ , p. WO‘“HIP] 

 

The apostle  Pete  o k  is asso iated ith Jesus sal atio  lo g efo e the Ch istia  e a, i  Old 
Testa e t s iptu es that add ess eithe  the di i e ‘o k of “al atio  o  God as oth  o k  a d 

 sal atio ,  su h as at Deut. : ;  “a . : , : ; Psa. : , : , :2, 62:6, 62:7, 89:26, 

: ; a d Isaiah : . He e, the apostle Pete … is the old o k  pet a … espe iall  p e ale t i  
Mith ais . Pet a is also the doo keepe  to hea e  a d to the ste ies i  the Eg ptia  thos. 

 

According to Pausanias, the inhabita ts of O ho e os i  G ee e o shipped Pet as,  o  o ks, 
hi h e e supposed to ha e falle  f o  hea e .  ‘ega di g this s e a io, Ch istia  s hola  B a t 

o e ts that e e  o a ula  te ple  possessed so e lege d a out a sto e… so e efe e e to 



the o d Pet a.' He fu the  e a ks that he  the o ship of the “u  as al ost u i e sal,  Peto  
o  Pet os as o e a e of that Deit  e e  a o g the G eeks.  [ , p. ] 

 

Mith a as so eti es te ed the god out of the o k, a d se i es e e o du ted in caves. Jesus' 

o igi  i  a a e is a lea  i sta e of the taki g o e  of a Mith ai  idea. Paul sa s, The  d a k f o  
that spi itual o k a d that o k as Ch ist  I Co . : . These a e ide ti al o ds to those fou d i  
the Mithraic scriptures, except that the name Mithra is used instead of Christ. The Vatican hill in 

Rome that is regarded as sacred to Peter, the Christian rock, was already sacred to Mithra. Many 

Mith ai  e ai s ha e ee  fou d the e.  [ , p. ] 

 

The title the good shephe d  is like ise ot Xia . O igi all  this as a title of Mith a: 

Fu the  o elatio s et ee  Mith ais  a d Ch istia it  a  e fou d i  the Ch istia  ata o s, 
he e the e a e u e ous i ages of Ch ist as the Good “hephe d,  also a title of Apollo, who in his 

sola  aspe t, a d as the pat o  of the o ks,  is ide tified ith Mith a. I deed, Pet a, the sa ed o k 
of Mith ais , e a e Pete , the fou datio  of the Ch istia  Chu h.  A othe  e a t of ilita t 
Mithraism within Ch istia it  a  e fou d i  the ph ases soldie s of Ch ist  a d putti g o  the 
a o  of Ch ist.  [ , p. ] 

 

Ephesians 6:11 

 Put o  the full a ou  of God, so that ou a  take ou  sta d agai st the de il s s he es. 

 

Ephesians 6:13 

13) Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

sta d ou  g ou d… 

____ 

 

The double headed god Janus and Peter 

 

The dou le-faced Roman god Janus, the genius of the month of January, was likewise the sun, 

identified with Apollo, the su  god, a d Dia a, the oo  goddess… Pla ed a o e doo a s a d 
depi ted holdi g a ke , Ja us as the doo keepe  of hea e  a d hell … As has ee  e i ed  a 
number of scholars, Janus Pater, the keyholder and gatekeeper, is the prototype of St. Peter. [6, p. 

139] 

 



 

 

 

Matthew 16:18-19 

19) I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 

ou d i  hea e , a d hate e  ou loose o  ea th ill e loosed i  hea e .  

 

The second part of the ve se a o e a  e su a ized to as a o e so elo  – a concept fully 

e p essed  Ja us  t o heads. A d the e s o oi ide e this o ept as att i uted to o othe  
apostle but Peter, since it was inherent to Janus, one of the prototypes of Peter: 

 

The ope i g o th of the ea  Ja ua , f o  ja ua, "gate"  as sa ed to hi , as as the fi st da  
of ea h o th… As a de  of gates, hi h he ope ed a d losed, he as depi ted ith a 
doo keepe s ke s a d staff. His t o fa es ea t that he at hed e t ances as well as exits, and saw 

into the internal as well as the external world, left and right, above and below, before and after, for 

and against. His shrines were archways, such as gateways or arcades at crossing places. 

 



On Roman monuments, Janus is shown crowned as in the cartouche of Luchon, with the sceptre in 

the right hand, because he is king; he holds in the other hand a key which opens and closes the 

epochs; this is why, by extension of this idea, the Romans consecrated to him the doorways of 

houses and the gates to cities. 

 

Turning to their initiatory symbolism, Janus as the god of initiation has two keys, gold and silver, that 

represent the greater mysteries and the lesser mysteries, and the celestial and terrestrial paradises, 

espe ti el .  [ ] 

 

It is lea  f o  his ha a te isti s that Pete  is st led afte  the ‘o a  god Ja us, as has ee  oted 
and demonstrated elsewhere. Petra was thus a popular god epithet at Rome, which is why Peter is a 

Roman representative; in other words, Peter was invented to incorporate that major faction of the 

othe hood.  [ , p. ] 

 

A d… su p ise, su p ise: the o k/ ooste  is fou d a o gst Ja us' sa ed a i als. You a  see this i  
the image above as well. 

 

O e of the ost st iki g epithets of the god Ja us as Matutinus – that is, of or pertaining to the 

morning, as he was believed to preside over all beginnings, entrances, gates, and commencements; 

not merely over the beginning of the year, but over the beginning or dawn of every day: and hence, 

the cock, whose crowing announces the first appearance of the day, was peculiarly accompanying 

emblem of the god Janus; and bears precisely the same part in the gospel allegory, in crowing Peter 

into repentance, as he bears in the analogy of nature, when his shrill voice proclaims the breaking-in 

of evangelical light upon the dark conscience of the sun-abjuring apostle; and the evidence of his 

epe ta e des e ds upo  the o ld, i  the de  tea s of the o i g.  [ , p. ] 

 

Hermes/Mercury and Peter 

 

From the next quote it is clear that Mercury was associated with the Sun, just like Mithra was 

associated with Apollo (the Sun), and just like St. Peter was later associated with Jesus: 

 

The so  of )eus a d Maia, the daughte  of the Tita  Atlas, He es as also the othe  of 
Apollo. Hermes is equivalent in the Egyptian pantheon to Thoth, who, as we have seen, is 

ide tified ith Apollo… He es is also the pla et Me u , hi h as o side ed  its 
proximity to the sun, its small size and its short year to be the closest and speediest 

o pa io  of the su ; i  fa t, He es as e uated ith the su , as his  p o . Like the 



old Eg ptia  god “hu, Thoth/He es/ Me u , the esse ge  of the gods,  is the Di i e 
Wo d  hi h the u i e se is eated.  [6, p. ] 

 

In the introduction, the connection between the cock and Sf. Peter was discussed. However, the cock 

as also o e of He es  s ols, hi h dates fa  lo ge  tha  the ad e t of Xia it . I  the follo i g 
images of Hermes both the cock (on the left) and the goat can be observed: 

 

 

 

The follo i g uote is f o  Wikipedia: “ ols of He es e e the pal  t ee, tu tle, ooste , goat, 
the u e  fou , se e al ki ds of fish, i e se.  [ , Te ples] 

The next image is also suggestive. In the Bible it is written that the rooster crowed twice immediately 

follo i g Pete s th i e de ial. The a iage of He es is pulled … t o o ks. 

Mark 14:30 

30) And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, that thou to-day, even this night, 

before the cock crow twice, shalt deny me thrice. 



 

 

The et olog  of the o d Pete  is o o  ith that of He es, oth o igi ati g f o  the o d 
rock. Both are acting as accompany in the salvation of souls. About Hermes, Diogene Laerios 

mentioned that: 'he is the steward of souls, and for that reason is called Hermes the Escorter, 

Hermes the Keeper of the Gate, and Hermes of the Underworld, since it is he who brings in the souls 

f o  thei  odies oth  la d a d sea.'  [ , p. ] 

 

Also, the link between the rock, Peter, the cock and Lingam has already been discussed. Here we 

have another quote about Hermes and the connection between his name, rocks and the phallus. The 

herma discussed in the quote (see the image below) is nothing else than a Lingam (the base is a yoni, 

and the column above it is the phallus : I  A ie t G ee e, He es as a phalli  god of ou da ies. 
His name, in the form herma, was applied to a wayside marker pile of stones; each traveller added a 

stone to the pile. In the 6th century BC, Hipparchos, the son of Pisistratus, replaced the cairns that 

marked the midway point between each village deme at the central agora of Athens with a square or 

rectangular pillar of stone or bronze topped by a bust of Hermes with a beard. An erect phallus rose 

from the base. In the more primitive Mount Kyllini or Cyllenian herms, the standing stone or wooden 

pilla  as si pl  a a ed phallus. I  Athe s, he s e e pla ed outside houses fo  good lu k.  [ , 
Hermai/Herms] 



 

 

 

 

– Thomas Schweitzer 
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